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“Building  
on Blessings” 

Celebration Commitment Sunday! 

Sunday, May 5, 2013 

Worship services at 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 
 

Continental Breakfast Coffee Fellowship  
Between the Worship Services 

 

Welcome, Pastor Nancy Amacher! 
 

Pastor Amacher, an ELCA Stewardship Key Leader, has guided us during 
the Building on Blessings program. She will share the message and lead the 
congregation in making commitments for Building on Blessings. 

 
On this special Sunday, we will celebrate exactly 50 years of worship and 
praise in the present sanctuary! What better day to culminate our “Building 
on Blessings” campaign and kick-off the renovation that begins in the 
worship space on Monday, May 6.  

 
We encourage all members to participate in 
this special day. Add your voice and 
commitment to God’s great mission at First 
Lutheran Church! 
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Pastor Dave’s Article  

October 1978: I was in the eighth grade, my 
brother dragged me to a concert of “some girl who 
sings Christian music” he said. That girl was Amy 
Grant when she was about 19. I went on to 
attended, every concert in the Phoenix metro area 
– like, 37 Amy Grant concerts. I just loved the 
music, the energy, the worship... I just loved it.  
One of the most widely recognized “signature 
moves” that Amy Grant has is that when she’s 
performing a concert, after a couple of tunes, she 
takes off her shoes. 
She just apparently feels more comfortable 
performing without shoes on... like she’s in her 
living room with friends or something. 
Recently, a Steward of First Lutheran who knows 
my love of Amy Grant and my way of frequently 
moving around the office and church without my 
shoes, noticed and mentioned to me that Amy 
Grant and I have that in common. (I wish I could 
play the guitar like her, but at least I have 
something in common with her.) 
Now even though I’ve seen Amy in concert more 
times than any normal, functioning human being 
should ever admit—I have never spent more $ than 
simply that of a “cheap seat.” I had no idea she 
performed without shoes. 
A quick visit to GoodSearch and Google and other 
sites confirmed that yes, Amy performs without 
shoes, sometimes barefoot sometimes in stocking 
feet. Huh! And this new knowledge got me 
thinking... I just take off my shoes around the 
office because that’s also who I am and who I 
want people to see me as, and more importantly to 
see God as. Humble, approachable, and always 
working with the presence of the Holy Spirit and 
in the name of Christ to help, to serve, to give and 
to love. One doesn’t need shoes for all of that. 
Don’t get me wrong – I have lots of shoes. Some 
great and some not so great; I have black dress 
shoes, brown dress shoes, running shoes, these 
neat shoes that clip into my bike pedals, and some 
“sick” shoes that even Kinbrae approves of and 

some really dorky ones she hates so I wear ALL 
THE TIME just to bother her! I have work boots, 
snow boots, sandals, and slippers, and I have some 
shoes that give me blisters. I love my snowshoes 
and I love to use them in fresh snow. (I just hope 
not to use them again until December!) 
Over the next two months – I will only have two 
pair of shoes – those I will ride in and those I will 
spend the rest of my waking hours in. (Only when 
and where required.) While on sabbatical I plan to 
be asking people these questions: Where/how do 
you see God? Where/how do you encounter God?  
I am praying that through them I will see and 
encounter God in a different way. I hope that I, too 
both while on sabbatical and when back in the 
pulpit, will help and assist you in seeing and 
encountering God daily. I know that in order for 
me to do this correctly, or the way I feel most 
comfortable, I will simply, and humbly, remove 
my shoes.  
As I go out on my sabbatical – I pray that you too 
will look to and explore the answers to those 
questions for yourself and those around you. I am 
praying that you feel God’s presence and have a 
God encounter every day. I trust that God is with 
you. I am grounded by the reverence I feel toward 
my position as “Pastor Dave” and the work I did to 
earn the opportunity to be such a minister. I believe 
in the dependence of lay ministry with leadership. I 
Trust that First Lutheran will continue to be, as it 
always has been, in God’s hands.  
Thank you for the opportunity for the experience of 
this sabbatical and I look forward to hearing of 
your own God encounters and sightings when I 
return.  
 
 
 
 
Pastor David Sperstad 
dsperstad@flclittlefalls.org    
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Council Highlights 

• Celebrated the positive feedback from Holy 
Week and Easter worship and the awesome 
attendance at worship and events! 

• Heard that 55+ Personal Care Kits have been 
assembled for the Baskets of Promise appeal 
for Lutheran World Relief. Donations can still 
be given to this project. 

• Heard that the offering of $787.00 received 
from Lenten soup suppers was given to the 
Morrison County Food Shelf. Thank you for 
your support of this mission to our neighbors. 

 

 

Coborn’s BBQ Cookout Fundraiser 
Friday, May 31, 11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, June 1, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
 

Stop by Coborn’s Cookout stand for a bite to eat 
and support First Lutheran youth programs at the 
same time. 50% of the proceeds from the cookout 

go to benefit youth ministry here. Thanks, 
Coborn’s! And thank you for your support! 

Worship Schedule and Update on Worship 
Space Enhancement Project 

 
Sunday, May 5 is a special day at First Lutheran. 
We celebrate exactly 50 years of worship and 
praise in the sanctuary. On that day we will have 
two services at 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. in which we 
will honor the past and look forward to the next 50 
years of worship. We will also be asked to respond 
to our many blessings and make our commitment 
to the “Building on Blessings” campaign, led by 
Stewardship Key Leader, Pastor Nancy Amacher.  
Renovation work in the sanctuary will get 
underway the very next day, Monday, May 6. We 
are planning and organizing for worship services to 
be held in Stoltz Hall the following Sunday, May 
12. Services will continue there at 8:00 and 10:00 
a.m. while construction continues and for the 
remainder of the summer months. This is an 
exciting time and we ask for your patience as we 
transition to the new worship area. Thank you for 
all you do to make this a warm and welcoming 
place for all who enter here!  

 

 

Easter Thanksgivings 

Thank you to all the many people who made our 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter celebrations so 

meaningful and wonderful: 
� Communion ministers and visitation ministers 
� Musicians: instrumentalists, cantors, praise 

team, vocalists, and choir 
� Scripture readers  
� Greeters and Ushers and Hospitality ministers 
� Housecleaners, maintenance helpers, and 

custodian 
� Art teams, banner makers, drape makers and 

handlers 
� Ministry team and Worship Commission 
� Bakers, soup makers, and breakfast preparers 
� Sacristans and altar guild 
� Child care providers 
� Teachers and educators 

 

Financial Update 

Thrivent Choice® is a program that allows 
Thrivent members to direct charitable giving to 
the organization of their choosing. Thank you 
to Thrivent members who designate their 
Choice dollars to First Lutheran and/or to 
“Children First” Christian Preschool. These 
dollars are appreciated! 
You are welcome to participate in an electronic 
funds transfer giving plan, Simply Giving®. 
Automated giving makes giving easy for you 
and helps the congregation plan by knowing 
when regular gifts will be received. See Sue or 
Gloria in the church office to enroll. 
Thank you for your faithful support throughout 
the year! 
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National Ride a Bike to Church Day 
Sunday, June 2 

“In the beginning God  
created the heavens and the earth.”  
Genesis 1.1 

 

National Bike to Church Day grew out of an effort 
to encourage members to practice ways to take 
care of God’s creation, such as bicycling to church. 
This is an act of stewardship. But, there is so much 
more to it—it brings us closer to God, closer to our 
friends, closer to those who don’t believe—and it 
is an opportunity to encourage fitness. This year 
we are encouraged to ride our bikes to church. 
Pastor Dave begins a sabbatical on May 15. After 
completing a return bike trip from New Orleans 
last summer, he plans to bike from east to west 
across the U.S. during his sabbatical time. You can 
track his progress on the map at church. We will 
show our support by biking to worship! So put 
some air in your bike tires and get ready to ride! 
(don’t forget your helmet) 

 
 

 
Here are several things that we can accomplish by 
biking to church:  
� we can have fellowship with others. 
� we can conserve resources and be wise 

stewards of creation. 
� we refrain from putting materials into the 

environment which are harmful.  
� we are keeping our bodies fit. 
� gather your family and friends and ride a bike 

to church on Sunday, June 2! And/or any 
Sunday that you are able. 

 
 

Sunday School News

As the renovation to our worship space proceeds, 
there will be some changes to our Sunday morning 
schedule. On Sunday, May 5 we begin a new 
worship schedule with services at 8:00 and 10:00 
a.m. Also on May 5, we will change the time for 
Sunday School. We meet for three weeks at 9:00 
a.m. to approximately 9:50 a.m. Thank you for 
being flexible with this temporary time change. We 
hope this change does not prevent your child from 
attending Sunday School—the leaders are planning 
some great things for these last weeks! The 
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade rotation will be 
“Pentecost.”  
Sunday, May 19 is our last session of Sunday 
School until fall. There will be special end-of-year 
fun on that day, don’t miss it! 

Thank you to all the children, parents, teachers, 
station leaders, classroom helpers, and all who 
have participated and supported the Sunday School 
sessions in any way – you are all appreciated!  
The Commission for Education is seeking adults to 
become a part of the Sunday School experience for 
fall 2013-spring 2014. Please prayerfully consider 
how you might share and develop relationships 
with all God’s children at First Lutheran. 
Remember, children are not only the future of the 
church, they are the NOW!  
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Adult Opportunities 

May Martha Circle 
“Gathered by God”  

Session 9: Time to Go 

Acts 1:6 

The Martha Circle will meet Monday, May 20, at 
10:30 a.m. at the church. Sylvia Thomasson is the 
hostess. 

 
Adult Studies and Events 

Men’s Bible Study Breakfast 
All are welcome to come for breakfast and Bible 
study! We meet the first and third Wednesday of 
each month at 6:15 a.m. through May 15 when we 
will take a break for the summer months. We will 
meet at Black and White Restaurant for breakfast 
on May 15. Come when you can, leave when you 
must! 

Cornerstones Potluck 
(Seniors age 55 and better) 

If you enjoy a good meal and fellowship, bring a 
friend and a food item to share and come for 
potluck lunch on Wednesday, May 15, at 11:30 
a.m. We gather in Stoltz Hall for food, 
conversation and fun.  

 

“First…Servants of All” 
Worship Serving Opportunities 

Each Sunday, many worshipers come to worship at 
First, and each week someone is here for the very 
first time. Your servant hands are an integral part 
of providing hospitality to all who enter here. As 
renovation begins in the worship space, and we 
move our services to Stoltz Hall, your assistance 
with welcoming all to worship will be crucial. We 
plan to regularly use name tags for all 
worshippers—make a new friend! We anticipate 
that there will be opportunities to assist with setup 
of the worship area each week. Current stewards 
are asked to offer your gifts in service to Christ’s 
body at First Lutheran. Serving areas are greeters, 
ushers, scripture readers, communion ministry, 
child care, coffee hospitality. Choose a time that 
fits your schedule. Sign-ups are now available for 
May and June. Training for each serving ministry 
is available—please ask! For more information, 
contact the church office, 632-6667. 

 
Women’s Bible Study 

meets Wednesdays thru May 
7:00 p.m. 

Sessions on “Faith Under Fire” continue on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. through May. Watch for 
more information about upcoming summer studies. 
Come for lively discussion and bring a friend! 

Book Discussion Group 

All adult readers are welcome to read with this 
group. The May selection is Saving CeeCee 
Honeycutt by Beth Hoffman. Readers, please 
secure your own copy of the book. The group 
normally meets the last Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 p.m. for discussion and to select future books. 
For more information, contact Tifanii Dahl, at 
632-8207.  

 

Library Corner 

Spring is here – really! The library team is 
doing some spring cleaning. Would you help us 
find the following children’s books/DVD’s: 
“Why Should I Help?” by Claire Llewellyn, 
“Say Their Prayers” and “Golden Rule” by 
Stan and Jan Berenstain, “Who is God?” by 
Carolyn Nystrom, “Bible Friends: Who Says 
That?” by Sally Lloyd-Jones, “These Golden 
Years” by Laura Ingalls Wilder, “Worth” by A. 
LaFaye, “Sounder” by William Armstron, and 
DVD’s “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs” 
and “Veggie Tales: Sheerluck Holmes.” 
Thanks! 
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� � � � � � � � � �  Mission News  � � � � � � � � � � 
 

Lutheran Social Service Rummage Sale 
Wednesday-Friday, May 8-10 

The spring Lutheran Social Service (LSS) 
rummage sale co-sponsored by Bethel and First 
Lutheran Church women will be held at Bethel 
Lutheran, at 901 West Broadway, on:  
Wednesday, May 8, 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, May 9, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday, May 10, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon  

� Dollar Bag Sale Day 
Proceeds from the sale are used to benefit residents 
at the Lutheran Social Services group homes in 
this area. Set up days are Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday morning, clean up begins at noon on 
Friday. Volunteers are much appreciated, there is 
lots of ‘stuff’ to organize – come when you can! 
The sale is a wonderful recycling opportunity for 
good, usable, clean clothing, books, linens, small 
appliances, toys, etc. Clean grocery bags, paper or 
plastic, are also needed. Please, no televisions, 
computers or computer parts. Sale items can be 
brought to Bethel in the morning, beginning 
Monday, April 30, or on the set-up days. For more 
information, contact Karen Haaland, at 632-8828. 
 
 

Who is Your Neighbor? Opportunities 

First Lutheran provides worship and Holy 
Communion twice each month at the local care 
centers. Residents appreciate sharing in song and 
worship. If you or someone you know has a heart 
for this ministry to residents, there are many ways 
that you can be involved. The Lutheran Care 
Center has opportunities such as: Thursday 
morning hymn sing/Bible study helpers, assist 
residents to Wednesday or Sunday chapel services, 
pet visitors, Saturday afternoon card players, 
pianists or organists, and more. For more 
information, contact Donna Hegstrom, 632-3441, 
Donna serves as First Lutheran’s representative on 
the Lutheran Care Center Volunteer Board. 
Thanks, Donna! 
 

 

 

Annual Community Paint-A-Thon 
Oasis/Share A Meal 
Saturday, August 3 

The Paint-A-Thon committee is recruiting teams to 
paint a home in Morrison County on August 3. 
Over the past 18 years, over 170 homeowners have 
benefited from this program. It takes 10-12 people, 
4-5 hours each, to make a big difference in 
someone’s life!  
First Lutheran will again sponsor a painting team. 
Would you be willing to be a painter? Contact the 
church office to sign up. Thank you for making a 
difference in the community we share! 
 
 

 
 

Lutheran Care Center 
Bake, Plant and Craft Sale 

Thursday, May 23 
8:00 a.m. to noon 

Come to the sale; all proceeds benefit the residents 
of the Lutheran Care Center. Your donation of 
plants, craft items or baked goods are welcome. 
There will also be silent auction items to bid on. 
For more information, contact Donna Hegstrom, 
632-3441.  
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Worship Space Enhancement Project 

by Paula Monahan, Worship Space Enhancement Team Member 

“In the cross of Christ I glory,  
towering o’er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story  
gathers round its head sublime. 
 
When the woes of life o’ertake me,  
hopes deceive and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me,  
Lo! It comes with peace and joy. 
 
When the sun of bliss is beaming  
light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming  
adds more luster to the day. 
 
Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,  
by the cross are sanctified; 
Peace is there that knows no measure,  
joys that through all time abide.” 

 
The words to this beautiful hymn were written by 
John Browning in 1825. The story goes that Mr. 
Browning was sailing past the coast of Macao, 
China. On the shore were the remains of an old 
fire-gutted church. Above the ruins, he saw the 
church’s cross still standing. 
 
Have you ever sat in our sanctuary on any given 
Sunday and found yourself transfixed by the 
beautiful wooden cross hung in the center of the 
chancel area? Perhaps you were in the pew at the 
funeral, the wedding, or the baptism of a loved one 
or a friend. Was it covered in black on Good 
Friday, draped in the Easter Pall, or just plain, 
almost blending into the background? Our cross is 
not only a symbol of Christ’s promise; it’s also a 
very recognizable part of our sanctuary. It is 
covered with our tears and our smiles. 
 
The Worship Enhancement Team has been 
intentional from the very first meeting, over a year 
ago, that special care be taken of our cross. It was 

imperative that we keep the existing cross in the 
enhanced sanctuary. It will be refreshed but never 
removed! 
 
Watch for an area outside on nice days in May as 
our finisher removes the old finish from the cross 
and refinishes the beautiful, northern oak wood. 
The removal and refinishing will all be done by 
hand, right here at First Lutheran. Our local 
finisher and contractor are working with us to 
make this possible. The cross will not leave the 
property at any time. Then our carpenters will be 
enhancing it with a bit of aluminum that will pick 
up the light and tie in to the theme of our worship 
space. It will be mounted away from the wall so 
we will always be able to drape it. And it will be 
back-lit!   
 
“Behold, I make all things new. Write this, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.”  

 Revelation 21:5   
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“Children First” Christian Preschool Update 

Greetings from the “Children First” Christian 
Preschool! 
The year has gone by quickly! In April, we 
experienced classroom fun with themes of Spring 
and Flowers, Exploring Space and Planets, Earth 
Day and Bugs, Bugs, Bugs! May fun includes farm 
animals and lots of outside/summer fun! If you 
have a baby farm animal you would like to show 
and tell with our Preschoolers please contact Gail.  

“Children First” has extended Preschool by one 
week due to weather closures. We will have 
Preschool May 20 through May 24.  

May 22 and 23, we will take a field trip to Pine 
Grove Zoo in Little Falls. We will arrive at the zoo 
at 10:00 and have a short end-of-the-year program 
from 11:10 a.m.-11:30a.m. on the zoo grounds. 
Family and friends are welcome to attend. Please 
meet us at the zoo at 10:00 a.m. or come for the 
program at 11:00 a.m. 

“Children First” Christian Preschool continues fall 
enrollment. Registration forms and brochures with 
class information are located on the table in the 
Gathering Space at church along with Enrollment 
form, Immunization Record, Healthcare Summary 
and Questionnaire. The yellow registration form 
along with a $60.00 non-refundable 
registration/activity fee holds your place. The 
remaining forms are due prior to the first day of 

preschool in the fall. Please call if you have any 
questions. 

Watch for “Children First” involvement these 
community activities: HC Rock and Run at the 
Fairgrounds on May 17; Coborn’s Cook-out Stand 
on Friday-Saturday, May 24-25; TCC Community 
Baby Shower at the Falls Ballroom on June 6; 
Little Falls Dam Festival Parade on June 15; Green 
Fair Folk Festival on August 7; Preschool Open 
House at the end of August; and the Little Falls 
Arts and Crafts Fair Booth on September 7 and 8. 
If you would like to assist with any of these 
activities, please contact Gail at 632-6667 or cell 
320-291-4698. 
 
Thank you to all who have contributed to a 
successful preschool year in any way during this 
past year. Thank you to Andy’s Charter for 
supporting “Children First” with discounted 
bussing costs. Thank to you all who supported us 
financially through our Gifting Campaign, tuition 
support, the Thrivent Choice® Program and 
various fundraisers. Thank you to all who have 
kept the children and families in your prayers this 
past school year. 
 
Yours in Christ’s Service, 
Gail Hittesdorf, Director 

 
 

 

Coborn’s BBQ Cookout Fundraiser 
Friday, May 24, 11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, May 25, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
 

Stop by Coborn’s Cookout stand for a bite to eat 
and support “Children First” preschool at the 
same time. 50% of the proceeds from the cookout 

go to benefit youth ministry here. Thanks, 
Coborn’s! And thank you for your support!
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Vacation Bible School  
August 5-9, 9:00-noon 

“Kingdom Rock” 
Where Kids Stand Strong for God! 

God’s love helps us stand strong. Family and 
friends help us stand strong. Prayer helps us stand 
strong. Trusting God helps us stand strong. The 
Bible helps us stand strong. Planning is underway 
for an exciting week of VBS. Please prayerfully 
consider how you can be a part of this great week 
of ministry with young people. Are you unsure, or 
new to Vacation Bible School? There are 
experienced individuals wanting to work with you. 
Watch for the sign up board for Bible School 
volunteers and for donations requested for the 
week. For more information, contact Michele 
Miller at 630-1722, or Gail Hittesdorf, 632-2218 
or 632-6667.  
 

Summer Bible Camp 

It’s not too late to register for an awesome week at 
summer Bible camp! First Lutheran supports the 
ministry of Luther Crest Bible Camp in Alexandria 
with mission plan dollars and with time and 
prayer. Children of all ages (adults too!) will find 
focus on how we are called to be the light of Christ 
as we explore the summer theme “You R the 
Light.” If you or someone you know is interested 
in Bible Camp, please ask in the church office.  
    
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Graduating Seniors  
FLC Baccalaureate Sunday, May 19 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
11:15 a.m. Brunch 

 
We will honor the graduating seniors at the 10:00 
a.m. service on May 19. Following worship, 
brunch is served to the students and their parents. 
Coordinators are the junior class parents. Please 
keep the graduates in your prayers. 
 

Chantelle Anderson Taylor Kottschade 

Justin Beck Colten Kruzel 

Zach Block Aaron Moller 

Spencer Fenske Alex Nelson 

Kayla Geraghty Trista Saulter 

Jordyn Himley Blake Stroia 

James Jopp  Meghan Wheeler 

  

Congratulations! Go with God! 
  

Can Care Collection 
Keep saving those aluminum cans!   

Save a can – Save the earth –  
Save our youth budget! Keep those cans 

coming! 
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News of the Family 

+ 
Kayla Mae Lease, daughter of Karla Bollin and 

Dennis Lease, was baptized on April 7. 
 

Aaron Robert Marzofka, son of Jasmyne Habas 
and Eric Marzofka, was baptized on April 14. 

 
Derrick Matthew Cochran, son of Jesse and Jessica 

Cochran, was baptized on April 21. 
 

Kinzlee Marie Ambuehl, daughter of Kris and 
Jessica Ambuehl, was baptized on April 21. 

 
Welcome to the kingdom of God! 

+ 
 

Mary Mundahl died on March 19. Her funeral 
service was March 25 at First Lutheran. May God 
grant peace and comfort to her family and friends. 
 
 
 

 
 

Items for the June NEWSLETTER are due on 
May 20, 2013! 


